July 2015 has seen another highly successful meeting of the Australian Society for Microbiology, this time in our capital city at QT Canberra, with over 460 microbiologists converging on the city for three days of science, networking and socialising around our common love of microbes.
QT Canberra, with over 460 microbiologists converging on the city for three days of science, networking and socialising around our common love of microbes.
Our theme this year was One Microbiology, and our aim was to present a highly integrated program that worked across the traditional divisions to bring us together to discuss some of the big issues and opportunities in microbiology, ranging from animal microbiology and ecosystem health, across host-pathogen interactions, antibiotics, and clinical microbiology, and to some of the modern uses of microbes in synthetic and industrial microbiology.
The meeting began on Saturday 11 July with the EduCon meeting, which continued from its inaugural meeting at ASM 2014 with a highly stimulating program covering current topics in microbiology education, ranging from 'big picture' issues such as graduate employability and adaptive learning, to the nitty-gritty of teaching methods, such as writing better multiple choice questions, and engaging students with social media tools. A major outcome of this year's EduCon was the drafting of a national microbiology curriculum, which aimed to put in place some universal learning outcomes for tertiary teaching in microbiology across Australia.
Thanks go to Josie Lategan and the EduCon team for inspiring us
with their dedication to teaching our future microbiologists.
Workshops continued on Sunday, attracting delegates interested in updating their skills in antimicrobial resistance assessment and monitoring, next generation sequencing, imaging and proteomics.
These were run with a high level of professionalism by dedicated volunteers and were very well attended and received.
The meeting itself got off to a bang, quite literally, on Sunday evening at the Shine Dome, with a Questacon presentation of a sneeze, where giant microbes were fired into the air with the aid of a liquid nitrogen bomb! We were then treated to a highly entertaining public lecture on Microbiology from Guts to Great Oceans, presented by our international guests Janet Jansson and Stephen Giovannoni, along with organiser and LOC Chair Mike Manefield. Mike presented an excerpt from his book 'Esher Surfs the Sewer' aimed at promoting microbiology to preschoolers and young children. We then got down to some more serious science with Bazeley Orator, Professor Yoshihiro Kawaoka, taking us through the harrowing issues of working with Ebola and providing us with an update on progress in working with and understanding this very challenging infectious disease.
Three days of microbiology followed, with wonderful presentations from our international speakers and terrific talks from our locals. Particular highlights were the Rubbo Oration by Janet Jannson on the gut microbiome and Crohn's Disease, the astonishing advances made by young scientist and Fenner Award winner Gene Tyson, and the fascinating world of giant viruses presented by Chantel Abergel. And while we were all very impressed by our visitors, they in turn commented on how impressed they were with the quality of talks by our symposium speakers, and we can all be very proud of the standard of microbiology research that is going on in Australia.
Ruth Hall, Ricardo Guzman, Slade Jensen, Tim Newsome, Nick Coleman, Dee Carter, Tom Jeffries, Mike Manefield, Kara Taglieri (ASN organiser) and Mitchell Brown. Not present: Christel Armstrong, Maurizio Labbate, Deborah Lum, Naresh Verma and Charlotte Webster.
The talks were complemented with plenty of opportunities for networking over posters and in the trade area, and our intimate and comfortable venue in QT Canberra, combined with the chilly Canberra weather outside, promoted friendly and fruitful interactions.
A particular highlight of our social program this year was the inclusion of events targeted at our newest members: the students and early career researchers, with a dedicated student breakfast, student and ECR lunches, and a fabulous social night at Bent Spoke Brewery. The latter attracted over 90 student and ECR participants, who enjoyed the local hand-crafted fermentation products until the early hours of the morning. There was an educational component too, with the local brewers giving guided tours of their fermentation facilities, and describing the ins and outs of applied microbiology in this context. An excellent sense of camaraderie filled the room at this brewery event, and the degree to which groups from different institutions mingled was notable; many new friendships and collaborations were forged on this evening, which will surely lead to more useful synergies as these students and ECRs continue to link up to discuss their projects and their careers in microbiology. Day one focused on developing skills for communicating science.
There were multiple panel discussions from those involved in the media, policy making and lobbying parliament, discussing philosophical and operational obstacles that scientists must be aware of when communicating with politicians.
*
Ms Alison Carabine (Political Editor, ABC Radio National Breakfast) and Mr James Massola (Political Correspondent, Fairfax Media) gave an overview of 'A day in the life of a journalist' highlighting the tight time frames involved in the press world and what they need to turn our science into news. 
